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DRAMATIC ARTS

Dear Grade 12 Learner

Dramatic Arts guides and prepares you for life by providing 
intellectual, physical, spiritual, emotional and psychological skills. 
Its artistry requires learners who are prepared to work hard. 
Developing practical drama skills demands a high level of mastery 
and must be practised daily. Dramatic Arts is also an academically 
demanding subject. Do not neglect to study the theory of the skills, 
techniques, knowledge and concepts and rehearse the performance 
skills and techniques.

Basic requirements for the subject:
Textbook, play texts, DVDs’ for each of the chosen dramatic 
movements, workbook, black pants and T-shirt

Content list:
Theory Topics
1. Topic 1: 20th century ‘isms’
2. Topic 3: Epic, Post Modern or Theatre of the Absurd
3. Topic 4: Prescribed Play Text 1. Either Epic, Post Modern or 

Theatre of the Absurd
4. Topic 5: Prescribed Play Text 2. South African Text (1960-1994)
5. Topic 6: South African Contemporary Theatre (post 1994)
6. Topic 7: Prescribed Play Text 3. SA Contemporary Theatre (post 

1994)
7. Grade. 11. Topic 1: Realism in the Theatre
8. Grade. 11. Topic 4. Workshop, Community etc. Theatre
9. Grade. 11. Topic 10. Poor Theatre

It is essential you use Bloom’s Taxonomy to learn and study your 
theory work for the Written papers. Identify what you must do 
at each level and gradually improve your skills, knowledge and 
content by doing what the next level requires.

Practical Topics
1. Grade 11. Topic 3: Voce and Body Work
2. Grade 11. Topic 6: Physical Theatre and movement work
3. Grade 10. Topic 7: Non-verbal Communication
4. Grade 10. Topic 8. Text Interpretation
5. Grade 10. Topic 12: Staging or Film conventions
6. Grade 12. Topic 2: Adapted Theme/Audition/Technical
7. Topic 9. Director/Designer in Theatre / Film

Tips for the Performance Examination
Select three contrasting Dramatic Items E.g. Prose or Monologue 
or Praise Poem or Poem or Dramatic Prose from three contrasting

genres/Dramatic Movements: African Drama Forms, African Oral 
Forms, African Traditions, Greek Theatre, Commedia Dell Arte, 
Elizabethan Theatre, Realism in the Theatre, Epic Theatre, Theatre 
of the Absurd, Post Modern Theatre, South African Theatre (workers 
theatre etc, pre- 1994 and post 1994). You may use Dramatic Items 
you have prepared for your Grade 10, Grade 11 and Grade 12 PATs’.

Tips for the Technical Examination 
Select either: Theatre or Film: Directing, scene or set or prop or set 
dressing/furniture or costume or lighting or sound design. Note 
only if your teacher has a Qualifi cation in a Technical subject may 
you do this option.

It is essential you use Dave’s Taxonomy to learn and study your 
performance work for the Adapted Theme or Audition or Technical 
Theatre programme. Identify what you must do at each level and 
gradually improve your skills, techniques, knowledge and content 
by doing what the next level requires.

Assessment
School Based Assessment                                                      Internal NSC
Task 1: Practical Assessment task 1
• Preparation                      
• Performance. Dramatic Item 1  

25 marks
25 marks

Task 2: Control Test 50 marks
Task 3: Practical Assessment task 2
• Preparation                      
• Performance. Dramatic Item 2  

25 marks
25 marks

Task 4: Mid-Year Control Test / Examination
• Written Control Test or Examination 50/100 marks
Task 5: Mid-Year Control Test / Examination
• Written Control Test or Examination 50/100 marks
Task 6: Practical Assessment task 3
• Preparation                      
• Performance. Dramatic Item 2  

25 marks
25 marks

Task 7: Trial Examination
• Performance  Examination 150 marks
Task 8: Trial Examination
• Written Examination  150 marks

Final DBE Examination. End -of-the-Year Examination. External. 
NCS.NSC
Paper 2: Performance Examination     150 marks  

Final DBE. Examination. End -of-the-Year Examination. External. 
NCS.NSC
Paper 1: Written Examination    150 marks  




