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(31 January 1997 – to date) 

 

CHOICE ON TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY ACT 92 OF 1996 

 

(Gazette No. 17602, Notice No. 1891, dated 22 November 1996. Commencement date: 1 February 1997 

[Proclamation R8 in Government Gazette 17746, dated 31 January 1997]) 

 

REGULATIONS UNDER THE CHOICE ON TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY ACT, 1996 (ACT No. 92 OF 

1996)  

 

Published under Government Notice R168 in Government Gazette 17746, dated 31 January 1997. 

Commencement date: 31 January 1997. 

 

The Minister of Health has, in terms of section 9 of the Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1996 (Act 

No. 92 of 1996), made the regulations in the Schedule. 
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ANNEXURE B 

 

1. Definitions 

 

In these regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act shall bear 

such meaning and, unless the context otherwise indicates - 

 

"annexure" means an annexure to these regulations; 

 



Page 2 of 6 

"facility" means a place designated by the Minister in terms of section 3 of the Act where the termination of 

a pregnancy may take place; 

 

"form" means a form drawn up and made available by the Director-General with regard to the termination of 

a pregnancy; 

 

"form 1" means the Departmental form set out in Annexure A which is used to notify the person in charge of 

a facility of the termination of a pregnancy in terms of section 2(1)(a) or (b) of the Act; 

 

"form 2" means the Departmental form set out in Annexure B which is divided into the following two (2) 

parts: 

 

(a) Part I to be completed by a minor who requests the termination of her pregnancy; 

 

(b) Part II to be used to request the termination of the pregnancy of a woman who is severely mentally 

disabled or in a state of continuous unconsciousness; 

 

"standard consent form" means a form provided by a facility for recording the consent to the administration 

of a local general anaesthetic and an accompanying [sic] surgical procedure; 

 

"the Act" means the Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1996 (Act No. 92 of 1996). 

 

2. Notification of termination of pregnancy 

 

Form 1 shall be submitted in duplicate by the medical practitioner or registered midwife who is performing the 

termination of a pregnancy in terms of section 2(1)(a) or (b) of the Act to the person in charge of a facility or 

the person designated for such purpose. 

 

3. Notification of termination of pregnancy by person in charge of facility 

 

The person in charge of a facility or the person designated for such purpose shall – 

 

(a) collate all the information in the form 1 's of a particular month; and 

 

(b) submit such forms in a sealed envelope marked "confidential" to the Director-General by registered 

post through the provincial information system on a monthly basis. 

 

4. Notification of termination of pregnancy of minor by medical practitioner or registered midwife 

 

A minor requesting the termination of her pregnancy shall complete part I of form 2. 
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5. Consent to termination of pregnancy of woman who is severely mentally disabled or in a state 

of continuous unconsciousness 

 

(a) Where the termination of a pregnancy is requested in terms of section 5(4) of the Act, the natural 

guardian, spouse, legal guardian or curator personae, as the case may be, and two medical 

practitioners or a medical practitioner and a registered midwife who has completed the training course 

referred to in regulation 8, shall complete part II of form 2. 

 

(b) Where the natural guardian, spouse, legal guardian or curator personae referred to in paragraph (a) 

refuses to consent to the termination of a pregnancy referred to in section 5(5)(a) or (b) of the Act, the 

two medical practitioners or the medical practitioner and registered midwife who has completed the 

training course referred to in regulation 8, shall complete part II of form 2. 

 

6. Consent by woman to terminate pregnancy 

 

(a) A woman requesting the termination of her pregnancy and the medical practitioner or registered 

midwife performing the termination of the pregnancy of that woman shall complete a standard consent 

form. 

 

(b) The consent of a woman to the procedure to terminate her pregnancy shall include consent to other 

surgical procedures which may be necessary as a result of complications associated with the 

termination of her pregnancy. 

 

7. Counselling 

 

(a) Councelling [sic] in terms of section 4 of the Act shall at the least include sufficient information to 

assist a woman to make an informed choice regarding the termination of her pregnancy. 

 

(b) A woman requesting the termination of her pregnancy shall be informed during counselling with regard 

to – 

 

(i) the available alternatives to the termination of her pregnancy; 

 

(ii) the procedure and the associated risks of the termination of her pregnancy; and 

 

(iii) contraceptive measures which can be taken in the future. 

 

(c) A woman requesting the termination of her pregnancy shall also be informed that counselling is private 

and confidential, unless she chooses to disclose the nature or content of such counselling. 

 

8. Training course 
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(1) The training course for a registered midwife regarding the termination of a pregnancy shall include the 

following – 

 

(a) counselling and communication skills; 

 

(b) clinical competence in assessment and technique; 

 

(c) anaesthesia and analgesia; 

 

(d) knowledge of contraception; 

 

(e) post-abortion care; and 

 

(f) management of reproductive system infections. 

 

(2) A registered midwife who has completed the training course and who terminates a pregnancy at a 

public facility shall follow the clinical guidelines that are provided by the Department of Health, as 

amended from time to time, for the termination of a pregnancy under the Act. 

 

9. Information concerning the termination of a pregnancy 

 

A woman requesting the termination of her pregnancy shall be informed – 

 

(a) that she is entitled to the termination of her pregnancy upon request during the first 12 weeks of the 

gestation period; 

 

(b) that, under the circumstances determined by section 2(1)(b) of the Act, her pregnancy may be 

terminated from the 13th up to and including the 20th week of the gestation period; 

 

(c) that only her consent is required for the termination of her pregnancy; 

 

(d) that counselling contemplated in section 4 of the Act shall be available; and 

 

(e) of the locality of facilities for the termination of pregnancies. 

 

10. Application by a private health facility for designation as a facility 

 

A private health facility shall apply to the Minister, in writing, for designation as a facility in terms of section 3 

of the Act. 
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